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and the adjoining British district of Malabar, and Kanarese
is spoken in the districts bordering on Mysore and the
Bombay Presidency; while in the extreme north-east of the
province there are several Oriya-speaking areas. These linguistic
differences have during recent years assumed considerable
political importance owing to the separatist tendencies which
they have fostered, WitE the movement for linguistic amal-
gamation we shall have occasion to deal elsewhere. The domand
for the formation of an Andlira or Telugu province, which was
first put forward seventeen years ago at a conference of Telugu-
speaking districts, Eas been persistent for many years and ha3
now become an important political issue. It has on two
occasions during recent years become the subject of a formal
debate in the Madras Legislature, which Eas by fairly large
majorities endorsed the proposal for the constitution of a
separate Andhra province.
The social cleavages in this province are of no less importance
than the linguistic, and they have already exercised a profound
influence on the political situation and on the grouping of parties.
We shall confine ourselves here to a few statistical details about'
the principal communities.
Hindus form the blilk of the population, but of the 37J- millions
returned in the census as Hindus, some six millions belong to
the depressed classes. Muhammadans form less than 7 per cent.
of the population. They include the important community of
Mappillas (Moplahs) on the west coast, mainly consisting of de-
scendants of Arab sailors and of converts from Hindu outcasts.
The fanaticism of the Mappillas, often stimulated by agrarian dis-
content, has been a frequent source of disturbance to the peace
and quiet of the west coast. Christians, thanks largely to the
proselytising activities of missionaries who began to come with
the Portuguese and other trading settlers, are more numerous in
Madras than in any other province of India, though they number
less than a million and a half.
MADRAS AGENCY AREA.
75. In the north-east of tlie Presidency is a hilly and unhealthy
tract of comatry lying between the Eastern Ghats and the
boundary or the Central Proviaces and Orissa (coloured purple
iii the map of India at the end of thi* volume) which is excluded
from the operation of the Reforms. This is the Madras " Agency
area/' It falls within the three districts of Ganjam, Vizaga-
patam and East Godavari whose Collectors administer it, as
agents of the Governor in Council, in accordance with a
code of regulations prescribed under special laws to suit the
primitive character of its inhabitants. These tribes follow their
own animistic and tribal faiths. Their country has hitherto
remained entirely undeveloped. While not aggressive, they are
excitable and easily stirred to resentment against economic
oppression or unsuitable administrative measures. The last oi